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Ehara tāku toa i te toa takitahi,
engari he toa takitini
My strength is not as an individual,
|but as a collective
NAU MAI HAERE MAI
Kia ora koutou katoa, warm greetings. This booklet provides
you with up-to-date information on the curriculum areas
covered at William Colenso College.
For anyone who is thinking about Year 7-13 education,
William Colenso College is a diverse, co-educational secondary school situated in Napier, Hawkes Bay: New Zealand.
Our school provides vibrancy, energy, culture, and philosophy with an amazing
array of opportunities. We offer small class sizes which allow for each student to be
known.
Our school motto, ASPIRE, ACT, ACHIEVE - WAWATATIA, MAHIA, EKEA,
establishes our commitment to provide opportunities for all students to strive for
academic, sporting, and creative excellence, within an aspirational and caring
environment.
Our school values: provide the foundation for our school community. These shared
values are the basis for student-focused relationships which allow our school to have
a strong family feel.
• Respect – Manaakitanga
• Belonging – Whanaungatanga
• Diversity – Rereketanga
• Leadership – Rangatiratanga
• Striving for excellence – Hiranga
• Learning – Matatautanga
• Sustainability – Kaitiakitanga.
Our students are at the HEART of all that we do, and our committed teachers work
to support students to reach their potential both within and beyond the classroom.

Regardless of your goals ie: gaining academic qualifications, preparation for employment or further training, we will support you on your journey. Our experienced team of
pastoral and academic staff go out of their way to ensure all our students
have the ultimate experience that will be remembered forever.

Jocelyn E Auld
Principal / Tumuaki

Middle School

Poipoia te kakano Kia puawai
Nurture the seed and it will blossom

Middle School at William Colenso College caters for students in Years 7-9. The purpose
of having a Middle School is to allow our students the opportunity to be taught the core
curriculum subjects by one home room teacher. This helps our students to build strong
relationships with their teacher and their peers, in an environment that is familiar to them.
Having a Middle School gives students an opportunity to explore a range of subjects before
having to select subjects once they reach Senior School. It means the subjects that they
do choose, are chosen from a place of experience and knowledge. Students have access
to digital devices as well as having the curriculum delivered by a range of mediums and
platforms for learning. Our learning first and foremost is based around our localised area and
the Aotearoa Histories are weaved through all subjects.
A Middle School allows for strong Tuakana/Teina relationships with our Senior Students.
They are able to work alongside our senior students who act as great role models for our
younger students.

Te Reo Maori

Toku reo, Toku Ohooho, Toku reo, Toko Mapihi Maurea

My language is my awakening, my language is the window to my soul
Te Reo Māori is a compulsory option for our Middle School (Y7-9) and at year 10 it is
by choice that students continue their language journey. Localising our curriculum to the
Hawkes Bay and learning Pūrākau of Ngāti Kahungunu is very important to us. Aotearoa
histories and woven into our curriculum. The purpose of Te Reo Māori is to expose our
students to the language of the tangata whenua—Māori is one of our official languages of
Aotearoa.

The insights and experiences that students gain as they learn Te Reo and Tikanga Māori will
enrich and broaden their understanding of the uniqueness of the Māori culture. As students
compare Tikanga Māori with other cultures in Aotearoa and the wider world, they will develop
an understanding of the central roles that language, culture, values, places and heritage play
in shaping identity, and in giving direction and meaning to life. They come to understand that
culture shapes the way people think and behave, and begin to appreciate the value of
cultural diversity.

Visual Art

Ko koe ki tēnā, ko ahau ki tēnei kīwai o te kete
You at that handle, and I at this handle of the basket

The visual arts allow students to express themselves through visual media This allows them
to tap into their prior and intrinsic cultural knowledge as they develop an understanding of the
methods and ideas that underlie are practice.
Students are able to:
• Practice and extend their ideas in the development of individual thinking and decision
making by analysing, clarifying and regenerating their ideas.
• Demonstrate skills in the conventions associated with these subjects at the required
curriculum level.
• Reference past and existing artists’ work to help them further develop their body
of work.
• Increase their eye-hand coordination by developing their practical skills
• Research artwork and begin to ‘think like an artist’ when observing artworks.
Painting, Design and Photography courses require students to develop a single theme for their
external folio .

Performing Arts

Ko te ahurei o te tamaiti arahia ō tātou māhi
Let the uniqueness of the child guide our work

The Performing Arts is a place where students can express themselves while also building
skills for the real world.
Students have opportunities to Perform in a range of settings and also can develop skills in
managing and teaching others.

Skills that students learn within Performing Arts are:
• Developing co-operative skills with others
• Being creative
• Developing critical thinking and analytical skills
• Developing self discipline in practise and rehearsal
• Learning to share ideas and provide feedback to others
• Understanding concepts and being able to apply these practically

Social Sciences

He aha te mea nui of te ao? He tāngata, he tāngata, he tāngata

What is the most important thing in the world? It is the people, it is the people, it is the people
Through the Social Sciences, students develop the knowledge and skills to enable them to:
better understand, participate in, and contribute to the local, national, and global communities in which they live and work; engage critically with societal issues; and evaluate the
sustainability of alternative social, economic, political, and environmental practices.
Students explore the unique bicultural nature of New Zealand society that derives from the
Treaty of Waitangi. They learn about people, places, cultures, histories, and the economic
world, within and beyond New Zealand. They develop understandings about how societies
are organised and function and how the ways in which people and communities respond
are shaped by different perspectives, values, and viewpoints. As they explore how others
see themselves, students clarify their own identities in relation to their particular heritages
and contexts.
Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories sits within social sciences in The New Zealand
Curriculum. It is part of the social sciences learning area because it encourages learners to
be critical citizens - learning about the past to understand the present and to prepare for the
future.
Our Social Sciences offer learning and assessment opportunities from the following
disciplines: Y10 Social Studies, Psychology, Tourism, Māori Tourism, History, Financial
Capability, Geography, Classical Studies, Life Skills and Senior Social Studies.

Outdoor Education

He manga wai koia kia kore e whitikia
Is a river never to be crossed?

“Anything un-attempted remains impossible”
Are you looking for fun, adventure, challenge and want to learn skills in an outdoor classroom?
Look no further than Outdoor Education.
Outdoor Education is a medium that provides a wide variety of learning opportunities across
a range of subject areas. Learn practical skills like kayaking, mountain biking, Waka Kaatao
Huka, bush and survival skills, sailing, high ropes, rock climbing and abseiling, but at the same
time develop:
• Personal Confidence and Growth
• Developing Trust in yourself and others,
• Leadership
• Communication skills
• Responsibility for yourself and others
• Organisation skills
• Awareness of the environment.
All Outdoor Ed classes work towards NZQA unit standards which count towards NCEA but are
industry recognised, Level 1 and 2 classes are currently on Fridays and level 3 during the
week. Students come out of other classes to attend trips during the week.

English

He kai kei aku ringa

There is food at the end of my hands
The purpose of the subject ‘English’ is to allow students to learn the language, learn
through the language, and learn about the language. Our aim is to engage students in the
study, use, and enjoyment of the English language and its literature, as communicated
orally, visually, and in writing, for a range of purposes and audiences and in a variety of
text forms.
By engaging students in text-based activities, they become increasingly skilled and
sophisticated speakers and listeners, writers and readers, presenters and viewers.
Understanding, using, and creating oral, written, and visual texts of increasing complexity
is at the heart of English teaching and learning.
Mastery of this subject gives them access to other learning areas and to tertiary education.
Media Studies also fits under the auspices of English.

Te Whanau Ora/Student Support

Mā whero, mā pango, ka oti ai te mahi
Many hands make light work

Student Support at William Colenso College is holistic with student needs at the centre of all we
do. We work alongside whānau on wellbeing, health, behaviour and learning for their rangatahi.
Student Support works in a collaborative and inclusive way with students, whānau, deans,
teachers and SLT (Senior Leadership Team).
We strive to ensure that students are engaged and able to achieve through learning and belonging. Our team works towards reducing the barriers for the students and their education.
With a focus on inclusion, Student Support ensures all learners are able to engage in
learning that meets their individual needs/pathways and encourages success. We have a number of students with Specific Learning Differences and we have a strength based approach to
working alongside these students and supporting them in the classroom as well as in Te
Whānau Ora.
Some of our Support Services
Head of Student Support
Student Support Reception & First Aid
Social Workers
Wellbeing Specialist—Kaiwairua

Guidance Counsellor
Learning Support Team
Youth Workers
HBDHB Nurses

ESOL
Physiotherapist

Health and Physical Education

He oranga ngākau, he pikinga waiora

Positive feelings in your heart will raise your sense of worth
In health and physical education, the focus is on the well-being of the students themselves,
of other people, and of society through learning in health-related and movement contexts.
Four underlying and interdependent concepts are at the heart of this learning area:
• Hauora—a Māori philosophy of well-being that includes the dimensions taha wairua,
taha hinengaro, taha tinana, and taha whānau, each one influencing and supporting the
others.
• Attitudes and values – a positive, responsible attitude on the part of students to their
own well-being; respect, care, and concern for other people and the environment; and a
sense of social justice.
• The socio-ecological perspective – a way of viewing and understanding the
interrelationships that exist between the individual, others, and society.
• Health promotion – a process that helps to develop and maintain supportive physical
and emotional environments and that involves students in personal and collective
action.
Through learning and by accepting challenges in health-related and movement contexts,
students reflect on the nature of well-being and how to promote it. As they develop
resilience and a sense of personal and social responsibility, they are increasingly able to
take responsibility for themselves and contribute to the well-being of those around them, of
their communities, of their environments (including natural environments), and of the wider
society.

Mathematics

Moea tō poi, moea tō taiaha
Be Prepared

Mathematics has always been a subject that students either love or hate. We challenge our
staff to find ways to break down that mindset and create an environment that is both
engaging, and provides the necessary skills to cope not just with bookwork and
assessment, but with the real world and things that life throws at them.
Problem-solving is a critical part of mathematical thinking, and we encourage our students
to apply their mathematical learning to local and relevent situations. We use a wide range
of technology to support mathematical learning both at school and where necessary
through flipping the classroom so students can learn at home without interruption.
Education Perfect, Hapara and Google Classroom are used by all out Mathematics staff.
Numeracy is a critical part of any student’s development, so this core subject is manadatory
until Year 11. Students can opt into a flexible maths class in year 12 and specialise in either
Statistics or Calculus in year 13, both of which are University Entrance subjects.

Science

Mā te whakaaro nui e hanga te whare; Mā te mātauranga e whakaū
Big ideas create the house: knowledge maintains it

Through Science students gain an appreciation of the Physical and Living World around
them.They also gain skills and attitudes that assist them to investigate and develop their
own ideas.
Working safely in a Laboratory is a key element of junior science where students get to
observe demonstrations and carry out their own experiments. This starts in year 9 where
the classes spend dedicated time with a specialist science teacher.
Our aims in science are to give students the opportunity to develop scientific skills and
thinking by studying the living world, the physical world, the material world as well as
planet Earth and beyond. To encourage learning of the core content it is related to the
experiences of the student and the real world around them whenever possible.
All students are taught the same set of objectives, but the method of delivery and the
depth and width of each topic is determined by the teachers of individual classes to
make the learning as personalised as possible.
All students study science upto and including Year 11 and in years 12 and 13 can follow
optional courses in Physics & Chemistry and/or Biology & Earth and Space Science.
Highly motivated and able students can opt o take scholarship papers in Year 13.

Manaaki Marae

Technology

Kaua e rangiruatia te hāpai o te hoe; e kore tō tātou waka e ū ki uta
Do not lift the paddle iout of unison; or our canoe will never reach the shore

With its focus on design thinking, technology education supports students to be innovative,
reflective and critical in designing new models, products, software, systems and tools to
benefit people while taking account of their impact on cultural, ethical, environmental and
economic conditions.
The aim is for students to develop broad technological knowledge, practices and
dispositions that will equip them to participate in society as informed citizens and provide
a platform for technology-related careers. Students learn that technology is the result
of human activity by exploring stories and experiences from their heritage, from Aotearoa
New Zealand’s rich cultural environment, and from contemporary examples of technology.
As they learn in technology, students draw on and further develop the key competencies.

Laser Printing

Level 2/3 Construction

Here at William Colenso College we have;
Hospitality — Soft Materials — Hard Materials — Construction — Digital Technology
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