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Thank you to the following people who assisted in the production of the
2023 William Colenso College magazine:

Mammoth Print, Mrs Keleigh Atkins (Magazine Co-ordinator), Mrs Jan Hiha
(Proof Reader), Class Photos: LC Scott, Special thanks to Leilani Moore Year
13 for the design cover.

Thanks to all staff and students who conftributed articles/photos to the
magazine.

William Colenso College

ASPIRE, ACT, ACHIEVE
WAWATATIA, MAHIA, EKEA

2 | WILLIAM COLENSO COLLEGE



Principal’s Report

Ko Mataruahou ki runga.
Ko Tangitu ki raro.

Ko TGtaekuri, ko Ngaruroro, ko Tukituki, ko
Waiohinanga,

ko Te Whanganui a OrotU e rere atu ana
i Te Matau a Maui.

Ko te rohe ténei o Ngati Kahungunu, o
Te Mana o Ahuriri.

Ko Ngati Koroneho te hapu.
Ko Te Kareti o Wiremu Koroneho te kura.
Ko Te Reo te wharenui.

The above pepeha was gifted to our
Kura by Whaea Kawe (Te Reo Maori mo
nga Tikanga) at William Colenso College
23rd January, 2017. We are humbled to
have a Pepeha that is pertinent to Te
Kareti o Wiremu Koroneho.

Thinking back to the start of 2023 seems
like such a lifetime ago. Our school year
started on a beautiful sunny day. We
held our powhiri where we welcomed
new students, whanau and staff. Seven
days later, the Hawkes Bay Region
(among other regions in New Zealand)
faced the impact of Cyclone Gabrielle.
This weather event caused significant
damage and disruptions to not only
our school but also fo much of New
Zealand. As a school we faced more
disruptions throughout the year due to
Covid and Teacher Strikes. Together we
managed to remain positive and come
out the other end.

I would like to acknowledge and

thank our four head students for the
outstanding job they have done to lead
our student body. Their humble example
and commitment to their kura is very
much appreciated. To those students
who are leaving WCC at the end of this

academic year, we wish you nothing but
the best as you navigate the next phase
of your life. To those students who are
returning to school next year, we wish
you a wonderful summer break and look
forward to a positive 2024, (hopefully
with way less disruptions than 2023).

The following staff members have
moved on to new challenges and will
not return in 2024. We thank them for
their contribution to WCC and we wish
them well in their new endeavours.

Phil Robertshaw (Guidance Counsellor -
left ot the end of term 1)

Courtney Olsen (English - left during term
2)

Marewa King (Kapa Haka Tutor - left at
the end of term 3)

Kahuripene Kawe (Te Reo Maori - left
during term 4)

Hyrum Timu (Music - leaving at the end
of term 4)

Andreas Christodoulou (Maths - leaving
at the end of term 4)

Mieke Burger (Science - leaving at the
end of ferm 4)

Robin Stewart (International Director -
leaving at the end of term 4)

I would like to acknowledge Mr

Robin Stewart who is retiring as our
International Director after a lengthy
career in Education and at WCC. On
behalf of our school whanau, and a
number of International students, agents
and their families, we would like to thank
Mr Stewart for his service to education
and International students. We wish

Mr Stewart the best as he pursues his
interests and spends valuable time
enjoying his refirement.

I would like to thank all our WCC staff
for their dedication and commitment

to teaching and learning. Despite the
disruptions, our dedicated staff worked
extremely hard to ensure our students
received the support they needed to
achieve. | would like to acknowledge
the efforts of the Senior Leadership
Team, Mr Simon Mitchell, Mrs Beth Te Kiri,
Mr Bryan Adams and Ms Leah Kersey, an
oufstanding dedicated tfeam. | would
like to express my admiration of the hard
working Deans: Mrs Christison, Ms Kersey,
Mr Badger, Mr Ballantyne, Ms Jackson,
Mr Fallen & Ms Pearson - our deans
provide ongoing care for all students
including wellbeing and achievement.
They work with colleagues to avoid
escalation of issues and engage with
whanau, parents, or caregivers. Our
deans also assist with fransition and
provide career advice and guidance.

I would like to thank our school
community for your continued support.

We appreciate your assistance as
we continue to make changes and
improvements for the benefit of our
students.

Our current Board of Trustees are
dedicated parents and supporters of
WCC who want the best for our kura
and especially our students. | would like
to express my grafitude for their support
and encouragement.

A few highlights from 2023:

Production: Romeo and Juliet- an
outstanding performance.

Te Vaka Maia - we are grateful to the
community organisations who provide
support to our kura and students through
Te Vaka Maia.

Drivers Licence - A community project
which supports our WCC students to
gain their learners or restricted licence.

School Ball - An amazing evening
enjoyed by students and staff.

Lions Young Achievers Awards - Ka mau
te wehi, two WCC students selected for
this prestigious recognition.

Year 9 Market Day - To end a successful
enfrepreneurial unit, our year 9 students
shared their products with the school
community by running an amazing
market day.

Hepetema Maori - WCC celebrated
Te Reo Maori at WCC for the month of
September.

Art Displayed at Te Papa - 4 students
had artwork displayed at Te Papa as
part of the Te Toi Maori and Pasifika Art
exhibition. Tu meke!

Outdoor Education - We are fortunate
to have a range of activities for our
students to parficipate in. Year 7&8
students enjoyed Optimist Yachting &
camps. Our year 9 students took part

in camps and our year 10 students
were involved in Waka Ama. Our senior
students are fortunate to enjoy arange
of outdoor educational activities.

International Students - We are thrilled
fo have international students return fo
Willian Colenso College.

World Famous at WCC - these end of
term shows are a delight.

Thank you for making 2023 an enjoyable
year.

Nga mihi kia koutou katoa

Whaea Jocelyn
Tumuaki / Principal WCC
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William Colenso College Staff

Back Row
Foaurth Row

Third Rowr
Second Row

Front Riow

B L0 SCOTT Led, MO Hox

Senior Leadership Team

Principal / Tumuaki

Deputy Principal
Head of Pastoral
Care-Snr School/
HOL Social Sciences/
KAMAR

Deputy Principal
Head of Curriculum
School

Assistant Principal

Head of Support
Services

Guidance Counsellor

Teaching Staff
7/8CB / SCT

7/8SH

Mrs J Auld, B SocSc

Mr S Mitchell, BSc,
Dip Tchg

Mrs B Te Kiri, BA Education
Dip of Tchg

Mr B Adams, BA. Ed (Prim)

Ms N Scotland, BA Education
Dip Tchg

Mrs A Wijnsma

Bachelor of Applied Social
Sciences, Major in Social
Work

Mrs B Carter-Judd, Dip Tchg

Miss H Simmons
Bachelor of Teaching Primary
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7/8PB

7/8SE

9FR / Dean

9NR

9KM

Tane Tu Kaha
Programme &
Transition Projects

Learning Support
Coordinator

HOL Performing Arts
Remutupo Dean/SLT
Music Teacher

Miss B Pearson
Bachelor of Education
(Teaching)

Miss E Stewart, BA Postgrad
Dip Prim Teaching

Mr R Fallen, BA Rec & Sport
Post Grad Dip Tchg (Sec)

Mrs N Reihana, B.Ed Tchg
Prim

Ms M Keefe, Bachelor of
Teaching

Mr H Ballantyne, B Ed,
Dip Tech Secondary

Mrs M Mayes,
B.Ed Tchg Prim

Ms L Kersey, Dip Tchg, Dip
Performing Arts

Mr H Timu, BA Media Arts
Grad Dip Sec



HOL English
Tupari House Dean
Principals Nominee

English Teacher

Social Science/History/
English/Humanities
Teacher

Social Studies Teacher

HOL Science/Maths

Maths Teacher

Maths

Maths/Science

HOL Art/Dean
International Director

Teacher

International Dean
Homestay Coordinator
Visual Arts Teacher

HOL PE & Health
Maropea Dean

Outdoor Education

PE & Health

Mrs H Christison, BA English
Grad Dip, Sec Tchg

Ms J Hume

Hons Bachelor of Arts
Post Graduate Degree in
Education

Ms R Rumbal, BA (Social
Anthropology and
Sociology), Grad. Dip. Arts
(English), and Grad. Dip.Tchg
(Secondary)

Miss Z Spencer

Bachelor of Arts
Postgraduate Diploma of
Primary Teaching

Mr M Hayes MSc Ecology
PGCE Post Grad Certificate
of Education Double Award
Science & Outdoor Education
GCAS (Graduate Certificate
of Antarctic Studies)
PGCDCL Post Graduate
Certificate in Digital &
Collaborative Learning/
Leadership

Mr A Christodoulou

BSc Mathematics

PGCE - Mathematics

Cert - Physics

M.Sc Education Technology

Mrs P Wakefield, BA

Post Grad Dip Sec School
Tchg, C.T.E.F.L.A. (Cambridge
University)

Mr H Van Egten, BA Ed

Mrs L Jackson, BA(Hons)
Fashion Design, Sec Dip Tchg
Post Grad in Applied Practice
in Digital & Collaborative
Learning

Ms K Te Whaiti-Ward

Miss J Stent, Dip.Tchg,
Dip.Visual Art & Design

Post Grad in Applied Practice
in Digital & Collaborative
Learning

Mr J Badger, BA Of
Sport Studies with Major
In Education, Grad Dip Tchg

Mr D Gold

Mrs N Reed, BpHED
Grad Dip Tchg (Sec)

PE & Health

Classroom Teacher

HOL Te Reo Maori

HOL M/S Technology

Hard Materials
Technology

Middle School

Technology Teacher

Psychology / Media
Studies / ESOL

International Director

Administration Staff
Executive Assistant
Admin/Payroll
Attendance
Attendance
Restorative Facilitator
Reception/Accounts

International Student
Learning Coach

New Era IT Support
Laboratory Technician
Staffroom

Home Liaison
Librarian

Sports Coordinator

Mr A Wilson, BA PE, Dip Grad
Learning & Teaching (Sec)

Mrs M Burger, BA Education

Miss K Kawe, BA Sec Tchg
BA Arts (Te Reo Maori,
Tikanga)

Ms B Seymour, BEd Tchg

Mr D Thomas, Grad Dip Tchg
Grad Dip Engineering
Advanced Trade Certificate

Ms N McCann, Bachelor
Visual

Bachelor of Education
Dip of Teaching

Mrs L Macfarlane, BA, Soc Sci
Media Studies/ESOL

Media Studies, Grad Cert
Mindlab, Post Grad in
Applied Practice in Digital &
Collaborative Learning

Mr R Stewart, HDip Tch, Cert
TESOL, BEd, TTC

Mrs K Atkins
Mrs K Begg
Ms N Cleland
Mrs E Stockan
Mrs J Hiha

Ms J Kortink
Ms K Koga

Mr M Lyall

Mrs E Rennie
Mrs J Smith
Ms N Tamati
Mrs F Hay

Mrs T Williams

Student Learning Support Staff

Te Whanau Ora/

Student Support Centre

Coordinator
Learning Coach

Learning Coach

Mr R Ellison

Mrs H Barry-Goss
Bachelor of Youth
Development

Dip Health Psychology
Grad Diploma Human
Resources

Ms Abby Hall, Dip Life
Coaching

Cert Business Studies, Cert
Financial Advisory
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Learning Coach
Learning Coach
Learning Coach
Learning Coach
Learning Coach
Learning Coach
Learning Coach
Learning Coach
Learning Coach/
ESOL Tutor
Learning Coach
Learning Coach
Learning Coach
Nurses

Teen Parent Unit
Co-ordinator

Co-ordinator

Teacher

Teacher

Teacher

Teacher (Art) /
Support Person

Support Worker
Administration

School Gardeners

Mrs O Pui

Mr W Maguire (left Term 3)
Mrs S Prasad

Mrs R Sharplin

Ms K Solomon

Miss D Coon

Mrs | Stevens, MBE

Mrs E Stockan

Mrs M Terry, Cert TEAL
Grad Dip ALT Maj. TESOL
Miss C Wilkins

Miss T Rakete

Mr A MclLay

Kim Merwood &
Deborah Glen

Mrs E Waddel, MA(Hons),
Dip Tchg

Mrs S Kay, BA, PG Dip Ed,
Ad.Dip Tchg

Mrs L Bristow

BPhEd, Dip Tchg

Mr P Kay, MEd Ldrship &
Mgtmt, AdvTTCert, Dip Pks &
Recn Mgtmt, Dip Spec Tchg,
Dip Tchg

Ms O Nepata, BBS, Grad Dip
Tchg(Sec), Gdip Admin &
Comm

Ms J Stent, Dip.Tchg, Dip.
Visual

Art & Design, Post Grad in
Applied Practice in Digital &
Collaborative Learning

Mrs J Shaw

Mrs L Adamson

Shell & Tess Basher
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Board of Trustees
Principal

Board Secretary
Presiding Member
Parent Reps:

Staff Rep:
Student Rep:

Music Tutors
Guitar/Drums
Piano

Early Childhood Centre
Head Teacher
Children’s Cook

Kaiako

RTLB’s

School Property Staff
Property Manager
Groundsperson
Cleaner

Cleaner

Cleaner

Cleaner

Mrs J Auld
Mrs K Atkins
Mr W MacGillivray

Ms J Beaven
Mrs K Merwood
Mr L Christison
Mrs A Johansen

Mr R Fallen
William Christison
(Oct 22-Sept 24)

Mr D Rangitaawa
Mrs H Baker

Jo McMillan
Callie Brooker
Reiny Flatt
Libby Johansen
Anesia Carter
Rachel Atkins
Jenny Dean
Lou Osgood

Mrs A White
BA Eng Dip
Ms H Bell

Mr D Rangitaawa
Mr M Hesketh
Ms D Kireka

Ms D Samuels
Miss R Renata
Miss M Dallison



Staff Leaving

P Dear whanau

As | close another chapter in my life and prepare to bid farewell to William Colenso College, it
is important to reflect on some remarkable moments that have defined my time here. Despite
the many challenges, there is a wealth of positivity and growth to celebrate.

Firstly, it’s no secret that we have encountered our fair share of ups and downs while learning
and teaching Mathematics together. Our gritted determination for high expectations cou-
pled with varying levels of buy-in have sometimes tested our patience. Yet, amidst all this,

y some truly extraordinary gems have been uncovered. These students with their unwavering
determination, wit, resilience, and successes, have made this journey worthwhile and highly
rewarding. This serves as a reminder that even in the face of adversity, brilliance can and will
shine through.

Secondly, the bonds forged with friends and colleagues of WCC are akin to soldiers in the
front line supporting one another like brothers in arms. The comradery among staff has been a source of strength that
has enabled me to tackle tough situations with grace and unity and will endure long after parting. This is a testament
to the undeniably deep connections made within these school walls.

Finally, life’s unexpected turns and mounting commitments beyond the school walls led to my decision to say good-
bye. Although | have only been at the school for two years, the common threads of shared experiences, laughter,
challenges, and friendships have woven a tapestry of community that will remain with me as | journey forward with
my family.

| am deeply grateful for the opportunity to have contributed in some small way to William Colenso’s great legacy and
wish you all better than excellent success for the future.

Andreas Christodoulou

Kia ora e te whanau,

My journey at William Colenso College started on the 13th of May 2019. | came from South Africa
hoping to provide a safer and brighter future for my family. The whole process was extremely diffi-
cult and it took a long time to adjust and learn the Kiwi way of doing things. Luckily | was surround-
ed by caring staff and students that made everything so much easier. | definitely wouldn’t have been
able to succeed and feel at home if it wasn’t for my WCC whanau.

During my time at WCC, | very quickly realised what an amazing place Hawke’s Bay is, and | will for-
ever be grateful for being able to start my New Zealand journey at this kura. Being submerged into
Tikanga Maori and getting to know the people, no other school would have been able to teach me
so much in such a short time. | will always be proud to have been part of WCC!

Thank you to every staff member and every student for accepting me and helping me settle into this country and
community.

Thank you for all the beautiful memories and friendships.

And lastly, thank you for all the aroha and support.

| will always be proud to have been part of WCC!

Mieke Burger

Hyrum has been with WCC for the past two years as our music teacher, we will miss his solo
performances at our WCC World Famous end of term assemblies.

We wish Hyrum all the best in his new venture with married life and his move away from HB.

Hyrum Timu
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Pinepine te kura, hau te kura, whanake te kura i raro i Awarua. Ko te kura nui, ko te kura
roa, ko te kura o Tawhiti nd Tuhaepo, Tihei mauri ora, tihei Kahungunu!

Kai ngad mana, kai nga tapu, kai nga reo pari karangaranga o te motu, téna ra kotou katoa.
Tangihia ra o tatau tini mate kua whettrangihia ki

te uma o Ranginui, haere atu ra, moe mai ra. Kia whakahonoretia to tatau Kiingi Maori
a Tuuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero Te Tuawhitu me tona whare kahui ariki, paimaarire
ki a ratou katoa. Ki nga maunga whakaht, nga awa kopikopiko, nga pou whakairo o nga
marae maha o Ahuriri, ténei au e mihi atu nei, e tiohu nei. Hoki hoki tonu mai ki a tatau
nga taonga tuku iho o ratou ma téna ra tatau katoa, mauri ora ki a tatau katoa.

2017 | started here at Te Kareti o Wiremu Koroneho as a young wahine, fresh out of uni,
22 years old and straight into a full-time H.O.L. Te Reo Maori teacher position. Born and
raised in the heart of Tauranga Moana which is where my papa is from, | decided it was
time to come home to Kahungunu and learn about my mama and her whakapapa. | was
so lucky to get this mahi to help me with my kaupapa of learning who | am.

So | want to thank Daniel Murfitt for giving me a chance and the board of trustees at that
time for believing and trusting that | was up for this mahi. | had the best mentors who helped me along the way, Eline
Te Huia Tihema, Kate Christensen, Bea Carter-Judd, Sharron Fabbish, Marewa King, Pereri King, Janneke Akuhata,
Leah Kersey, Hayley Christison, Bobbie Semour and Rebecca Rumbal. | have worked alongside the best teachers and
staff here at WCC, they are truly one of a kind. | even got to work with my mama’s younger sister Moana Keefe, how
lucky, and truly a tohu/sign from my mama in Te Ao Wairua saying “You are exactly where you are supposed to be my
baby!”

Thank you for letting me raise my tamariki here at our school, | was so lucky to be able to bring both my boys
Tairawhiti TG Moana Kakau and Hairini Te Kura Aio Kakau to school with me to help with that transition. All of our
whanau that | have created awesome relationships with over the years, | cannot thank you enough!

And lastly, to our students, to our kids, you are my biggest inspiration and motivation to do better and be better. To
be a great Maori, to be a person who helps our people see their potential and power through Te Reo Maori and Te

Ao Maori. You have all contributed to the kaiako, person and mama | am today. You all made this journey for me so
beautiful, so challenging, but so so rewarding. Believe in yourselves, because if you do not, others may not. Whaia te
iti kahurangi, ki te tdohu koe, me he maunga teitei. Reach for the stars, shall you fall, let it be to a lofty mountain.

| will always hold a special place in my heart for our WCC students, teachers, staff, for our community of Maraenui, of
Ahuriri, of Ngati Kahungunu. E kore te aroha e maroke i te ra!

NO Ngati Kahungunu me Ngati Porou toku mama, nd Ngati Ranginui, Ngai Te Rangi, Ngati Rereahu me Ngapuhi toku
papa. Ténei au he mokopuna na énei iwi maha. | end with a whakataukT that reflects the transition into the next chap-
ter for me, “He mokopuna taku iti, he tipuna taku rahi”; meaning | am a descendant, so | must remain humble. | will
also have descendants, so what | do is important.

Kai aku iti pounamu, kai nga whanau maha, kai aku hoa haere, turou parea, turou Hawaiki!

Kahuripene Kawe
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When | accepted a position as
teacher in the Work Experience Unit
at Colenso High School in 1986, | had
no idea | would sfill be at the school
in 2023. My Colenso experience came
about more by chance than through
any plan on my part.

After my two years of fraining at
Dunedin Teachers' College (1963-64)
| had spent six years teaching in the
Otago/Southland region then a further
ten years in South-East Asia (Brunei,
Sabah & Singapore) including a couple
of years as Principal of the newly
established Kinabalu  International
School in Kota Kinabalu. Having spent
some fime in Singapore helping the
zoo with its education programme |
decided education and animals was
where my future lay, so upon returning
to New Zealand in 1980 | found
myself in Napier working as Assistant
Superintendent at Marineland.
Working with dolphins and sealions
was certainly different and in the main,
exciting and challenging. However,
| was never given the opportunity to
infroduce the educational ideas | had.
That, along with an increasing disquiet
about certain practices at Marineland
led to me finally deciding that | could
no longer justify what we were doing
there.

Some time after my resignation | was
umpiring a hockey match at Park
Island and happened to run into Alan
Mclindoe, who at the time was coach
of a Colenso High School (as it then
was) hockey feam and ran the Work
Experience Unit at the school. Long
story short — he told me there was a
position available in the unit and |
should apply. Why not — after all, | had
to feed the family. So began some
twelve years working with students with
learning and behavioral difficulfies
in the building now occupied by the
Teen Parent Unit.

Students in a work experience class
spent one day a week out in the
workforce learning work and life skills.
Finding placements for students was
often a challenge, but we usually
found positions for everyone and
Alan and | spent workdays visiting
the students at their work places —
one of which, rather ironically, was
Marineland. Gavin Exeter replaced
Alan in the early 1990s.

At the same fime | got involved
with sports tfeams and coached the
cricket team (when Colenso had
such a thing), badminton and girl’s
hockey. A highlight of my Colenso
coaching career was, in 1990, taking
the girls hockey team to a secondary
schools’ tournament in Alexandra,
Central Otago. This was close to my
old stomping grounds and as well as
the hockey, we were able to arrange
such things as ice-skating, skiing and
jetboating down the Shotover River.
The team never won a game, but |
don’t think that mattered.

The work experience units around New
Zealand were closed down during the
late 1990s. In 1996 | began teaching
ESOL fo the few exchange students
we had at the time as well as new
immigrants — mainly Pacifica students.

As the infernational contingent
grew, so did my involvement. |
tfook over the marketing and the
homestay placements. After the work
experience unit closed down | found
myself working solely with international
students. The position of Infernational
Director was established and that is
the position | have held since.

The international programme
continued to grow. When the
numbers got up to 15-20 it was

realised that one person could not
give the job the attention it deserved.
First a Homestay Co-ordinator was
appointed, then an ESOL Teacher. We
have been very fortunate in that all
Principals since then have supported
this staffing arrangement. Colenso
was the only school in Hawke's Bay

to have a ful-time International
Director. Consequently we were
able to concenfrate on marketing
and Colenso became a leader in the
international education industry in the
region. The purple period was the
six years from 2009 until 2014 — during
which fime we averaged over 60
infernationals through the school each
year, the peak being 77 in 2014. Since
then international events beyond our
control have had a defrimental effect
on numbers. Despite this, the first
infernational student to arrive in 2024
will, by my reckoning, be number 783
since 1996. Not bad for a relatively
small regional high school.

It has been a privilege to be able to
work with these young people. Over
the last 2-3 years many of my duties
have been passed on to Laura Jackson
or Jody Stent. As | have had less and
less direct contact with the students |
have realised how much | am going fo
miss all this.

At the risk of sounding immodest, |
hold a certain amount of pride in
what has been achieved by ‘my’
little department over the years. The
number of infernationals who felt
the Colenso experience was not for
them and cut short their stay can be
counted on one hand. This leaves
well over 750 young people for
whom we have been able to provide
a life changing experience. | am
particularly proud of those who came
fo gain qualifications and succeeded
beyond their wildest expectations.
The number of international students
who have gained DUX and other top
awards is testimony to this.

The school has «also gained
immeasurably through hosting
students from around 30 countries over
the years. Our domestic students have
been infroduced to cultures which
they would otherwise never have
experienced. There is no doubt that
the academic level of many classes
has beenraised by having international
studentsinthem. In the past there have
been senior academic classes which
would not have run aft all if it were not
for the presence of these students.
The financial benefit to the school of its
infernational programme cannot be
underestimated. Over the years this
has amounted to several million dollars
which has paid for resources, extra
teachers/teacher aides, etc.

There have been difficulties of course.
In the early days, there was the
odd teacher who resented having
international students in their classes.
They were seen as extra work and there
were times when we had to remove
students from classes purely because
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of the teacher’s attitude. Thankfully
those days are gone, and it has been
gratifying over the last decade or so
to have teachers ask me if there are
any more internationals coming and
adding that they certainly had places
for them in their claoss.

A vast majority of the student body
now accept internationals as an
infegral component of Colenso. It was
not always so — and even now there
are still a few who seem to think it
acceptable to aim racially motivated
remarks at internatfional students. Even
this year | have had students fell me
that the saddest aspect of their stay
has been hearing these comments.
| hope such behaviour continues to
decline and becomes a thing of the
past in the very near future.

Not withstanding this it must be said that
most internationals have also stated
that the general Colenso experience
has been the highlight of their stay.

New Staff

The friendliness of the teachers (and
most of the students), the opportunity
to study subjects they would never
have the chance to back home, the

activities run by the International and
Outdoor Education Department, living
with a New Zealand family — all have
contributed to an enjoyable and
meaningful experience. Long may it
last.

While | will undoubtedly miss Colenso
and all it has meant to me over the
last 37 years, | am leaving at a time
when the infternational programme
is recovering from the devastating
effects of COVID. | am leaving the
department in the capable hands of
Laura and Jody. With the continued
support of the Principal, Board and
teaching staff | see only good things
ahead.

All the very best to you all.
Kia ora, Kia kaha

Robin Stewart

We welcomed the following staff throughout the 2023 year to WCC:

SS\Z

Phillipa Wakefiel
Mathematics

Te Ao Rakete
Learning Coach

Angus MclLay
Learning Coach

Dhana Coon
Learning Coach

Ryen Ellison
Te Whanau Ora/Student
Support Coordinator

and Matthew Hesketh: School Technician & Groundsperson
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Te Whanau Ora/Student Support

The Student Support Team supports our students and works alongside
whanau in health, wellbeing and learning. Our team includes our Guidance
Counsellor, Head of Student Support/ Te Whanau Ora,

Learning Coaches, ESOL Teacher, and receptionists (who look after
Attendance, First Aid, uniform and bookings for external providers).

You can find Te Whanau Ora in N Block, backing onto the field.

We are also a base for Social Workers, Wellness Specialists, and Nurses who
work for the following providers:

e Te Kupenga Hauora

e DOVE

e Awhina Whanau Services

e Shamrock

e Te Roopu a lwi

e VOYCE Whakarongo Mai

e Birthright

e STAND

e Resource Teachers for Learning and Behaviour (RTLB)
e Te Whatu Ora NZ

e Ministry of Education

We welcome whanau to come and make connections with our staff and to
plan for learning, behaviour, and wellbeing.

Our wonderful Learning Coach team has had success supporting students in
class and with the following:

e Functional Numeracy

e Small group numeracy for Year 9-10

e Lliteracy

e Drivers License

e lLego Therapy

e Positive transitions

e High Health Needs

e Homework Club

Kia uru kahikatea te tu
Success through unity of purpose
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Te Vaka Maia 2023 and ‘The Longest Day’

The day before the longest
day...

29 students turned up at
school for a cooked breakfast
on Friday 8th September to
round out the final training
session. This consisted of a
game of dodgeball, a formal
photograph and a well-
deserved cooked breakfast,
lovingly prepared by Te
Kupenga Hauora Ahuriri. The
same 29 students assembled
at 5am the following morning
to launch into the longest day
from William Colenso College.

Some had some sense of
what was in front of them,
as a handful had been here
before. Although running
30-plus kilometres with
heavy equipment is never

an easy task. There were
seven weeks of training prior
to this moment, and of the
36 students who showed
early interest and took an
initial, tentative step into the
challenge, 29 made it through
to the ‘Longest Day’.

And what a long day it was.
One of the staff was up at
4am and finally put the tea-
towel down at around 10pm
(you know who you are, Tini).

However, the focus of this
programme has always
been about the students,
which is the very reason
why motivated WCC staff
members, Police, Te Kupenga
Hauora Ahuriri Staff and
also Napier City Council
representatives roll their
sleeves up in support of our
rangatahi.

The Te Vaka Maia training
programme and longest day
represents an opportunity

for personal growth and
development, a chance to get
to know people in your school
and community and a chance
to do something that scares
you.
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After seven weeks of early
morning HIIT sessions, plenty
of burpees, running the streets
with poles, tyres and jerry
cans and a one-off pool event,
the students were ‘ready or
not’, lurching towards the
longest day.

The Mayor of Napier, Kirsten
Wise, and Councillor Sally
Crown showed their support
by actively completing the
longest day, shoulder to
shoulder with our students.

In short, the longest day
consists of a journey to Marine
Parade, South to Waitangi
Reserve and Atea a Rangi,
then heading North and up to
the top of Mataruahou/Bluff
Hill. On towards Spriggs Park
and Perfume Point before
arriving at Pandora Pond. This
was a water activity overseen
by David Gold. Students then
made their way towards WCC
and the final truck-pull down
Arnold Street. Throughout
this long journey, students

are carrying heavy equipment
through specific sections, in
the form of telegraph poles,
truck tyres and water cans.

Pulling the UNIMOG army
truck into the school grounds,
to cheers of support from
friends and whanau, was one
of the high points of the day.
A welcome sausage sizzle
was prepared by the generous
Rapid Response Team,

who were the heroes of the
moment.

The celebration dinner and
graduation was held at school
only hours later. Students
looked sharp in their ‘number
ones’ and were justifiably
proud of their efforts as they
received hoodies, medals

and certificates for their
achievements.

Singing waiata together was
a fitting way to show unity
and to bring Te Vaka Maia to a

close for another year.
Special awards went to:

Hakopa Snow Pimm - Team
Mana best team member

Parivansh Dhugga - Team Toa
best team member

Rosie Christison - Wahine Maia
award for best female

Michael Rakanui - Rangatira
award for best overall student

Michael Rakanui - Nga tangata
award - students’ choice
award for best team member
overall

Chontel Dally - Outward
Bound 2024 sponsorship

Tahere Taitapanui-Murray
- Outward Bound 2024
sponsorship

A heartfelt thank you to all
in the community for their
contribution. Namely the
Police, Te Kupenga Hauora
Ahuriri and all of the William
Colenso College staff for
your help and support. This
programme runs on the

fuel of goodwill from many
volunteers.

To our major sponsors, Napier
City Council and also Te
Kupenga Hauora Ahuriri - nga
mihi nunui koutou.

To our other supporters and
contributors: Alsco (fresh
towels after each and every
training session), Pak N Save
Napier for collating our
weekly order and providing
some donations, Rapid
Response Team for a welcome
sausage sizzle. RRT also
provided personal care kits for
students, water, sunscreen and
sweets for the longest day.

Nga mihi

Henry Ballantyne



Ki te kotahi te kakaho ka whati, ki te kapuia e kore e whati

Alone we can be broken. Standing together, we are invincible
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Toa Taua- William Colenso College Alumni

We are a strong group of
ex-students and ex-staff of
Colenso High School and

now William Colenso College
(WCC). My role as co-ordinator
of Toa Taua is to continue
building up a database, to
develop and foster connections
between former students,
teachers and whanau with time,
talent, skills, experience and
treasures. Here is a photo of
some ex-students who capably
participated, supported,
mentored and encouraged the
current WCC Te Vaka Maia
rangatahi throughout the 8
weeks of incredible demanding
training, then inspiring them on
the Longest Day so that each individual could achieve their mental and physical goal.

BASKETBALL
These two annual basketball games with current WCC students strongly competing against
former students was held in October. Again, the underlying purpose of the tournament is
to highlight suicide awareness, as two former basketball Colenso friends were lost to this
disease. 2021, the school community were devastated when they also & S&%0 1€ ¢

lost a highly regarded teacher. The games are to honour these mates. -
The message that is put across is the importance of forming strong
friendships that can serve you well in life. The former students’ teams,
both male and female, won convincingly although the current students
competed and
didn’t give up. But
it’s not about the
score, it’s about the Kaupapa.

A big thanks to Tony Harrington for
initially designing and producing a shield,
organising this tournament, and ensuring
it continues.

Thanks to the other organisers, and
officials who again managed to gather
our old folk ey

onto the court. | '
| can conclude
that there were
no reported
injuries!

It is always heartwarming observing these past players reconnecting
with each other and the WCC students being inspired and awed
by their presence.
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COLENSO REUNIONS- Late in 2022 we held a reunion luncheon at the Mission for the 59ers
(the year the school officially opened) and for the students and staff who attended Colenso

in the decade of the 60’s. It was a very special occasion, with former staff and students
recollecting stories of their time at this school and reconnecting with old classmates.

This year on the 25t of November a similar reunion will be held for the staff and students who
were at Colenso sometime in the 70’s. To date, former students and staff are coming from
London, America, Australia, and many places over NZ to celebrate 50 plus years since being a
high school kid. Seven staff will be present along with over 120 ex-students. Watch this space
as next year there is a 65™ reunion planned.

PHOTOGRAPHY- Two students, Lynette MacGillivray and
Ticha Khamphasri are sponsored by an ex-student with
subscriptions to the Hawkes Bay Photography Society.
They enter monthly competitions, learn many elements

of photography, receive constructive feedback on their
photographs from NZ judges and display their entries in
local exhibitions. One of Lynette’s entries (shown) won a
highly commended, evaluated by a NZ Photography Judge.

EX-STUDENT INTERVIEW- Margaret Symons was at Colenso
High School in the 60’s & 70’s. Margaret spoke about the strong
high school influences that inspired her. These were teachers that
had passion and led by example by being fair, and understanding |
who and what came before her and encouraging her to have an
enquiring mind. She mentions several teachers who inspired her. &8
Mrs Gail Spence with her passion in teaching French, Commander
Allen who taught History and made it come alive, Miss Thomsen
who was such a 1960’s icon and Mrs Athea with her amazing
skills in Textiles. Since leaving school, Margaret trained and
taught as a Home Economics teacher, then in Hospitality and Fashion both in NZ and overseas.
After living in the Napa Valley, and realising the potential HB wine industry had, she came

back to start her own business ‘Hawkes Bay Winery Excursions’. For the last 16 years, she

has been teaching at Flaxmere College Textiles and Social Science. Her BA majored in Social
Anthropology and History, and she was inspired by the students’ interest and quest for
knowledge that led her back to teaching.

Outside of work, Margaret is involved in maintaining a garden that has been in the family for

145 years. She has been collecting local history for years and hoped to write a book but sadly
much has been lost through Cyclone Gabrielle. The impact of that cyclone has been immense.
Margaret is proud of being an industrious person and an influencer to others. She values the kiwi
sense of humour, her friends, and family. At Colenso, Margaret claims to have a double at our
school by being an ex-student as well as an ex-student teacher. We look forward to catching up
with Margaret at the reunion.

CONCLUSION- As a member of the WCC’s Toa Taua group, our aim is to help empower our
current school students for success. Former students have shared their appreciation of the
manaaki, aroha, and awhi that influenced them to become the person they are today. WCC'’s
staff are top class and they are very important mentors and supporters and their aim is to
ensure they support students towards achieving success in their individual pathways, whether
academic, sporting, cultural or vocational. As a group, our role is to continually foster the
school’s vision.

We need to ensure our Toa Taua group is effective in strenthening these links and connections
between past and present. Toa Taua so aptly translates to leaders of future generation.

Sue Martin WCC’s Coordinator of Toa Tau
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PAST STUDENTS

My name is Chelsea and | am an ex-
student of William Colenso College.

Last year, | made the decision to attend
EIT to study screen production. I've
always loved making short videos with
friends, and I've always been interested
in how films are made. I’ve always found
it intriguing how symbolism, colour
psychology, and camera angles can
provide more depth to a story than just
what is said in the dialogue.

In February, | had my first day at EIT. |
remember thinking about who | might
make friends with as | watched all of

my classmates enter the room. | was so
nervous. During our tour of the classroom,
we were able to see the sound recording
booth, studios, and cameras that we
would be using.

Then of course, Gabriel came.
We were sent home due to the rain,
so | only attended class for half a day.
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That night, the
campus flooded.
For the next two
months or so,
we were cooped
up at home
attempting to
complete our
coursework
online, which
was challenging
because my
course focused mostly on hands-on
learning (operating the camera, creating
our own films).

Later, we learned that St. Luke’s Church
on Vigor Brown Street would be the
temporary classroom for the first year
students. Since it’s close to my house, it
was convenient for me, but many others
had to travel every day from Hastings or
even Waipukurau. (Also, it was freezing in
the church during the winter.)

Meeting my classmates again in person



was strange, and because we didn’t
know one another, there was some
awkwardness. We gradually became
more comfortable and enjoyed using

the equipment to create films and other
projects with each other. The second and
third year students were in Hastings so we
weren’t able to meet them properly until
we all moved into a building in Vautier
Street, in the middle of Napier - which is
where we are right now.

We have done several projects this year.
We have produced a documentary, a
short film, and a commercial. Since |

play Bagpipes in the Napier Pipe Band, |
created my documentary about them, and
it’s definitely the work I’'m most proud of.
We are currently working on a live news
broadcast as our next project. After this,
I’'m really excited about a screening we
have at the end of the year where we get
to see some of our projects on the big
screen.

| already have so many amazing
memories, my classmates are wonderful,

and the tutors here are fantastic. In my
opinion, all of us did pretty well given

the circumstances. Even though the
locations we are in aren’t ideal for filming,
we have been able to make do with
them. Although none of us were severely
impacted by the cyclone, | still feel for
those who were.

My course can be finished in one year

to get a diploma or continue for three
years to get a degree. While I’'m staying
to do the degree, my classmate/friend
has already got a job with TAB filming the
horse races. He’s starting the job at the
end of the year once finishing his diploma.
This course is great for teaching you the
skills you need to be able to work on real
sets and professional films once you enter
the industry. It helps you get ready for the
future, much like Colenso. | really enjoy
how it feels more like training for the real
thing and less like theory studying.

| will always be appreciative to Colenso
for helping me get to where | am now.
Helping me prepare and with scholarship
applications which has helped financially.
I’'m excited to continue my course.

Thank you,

Chelsea Fisher
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PAST STUDENTS

Hey WCC, long time no see. You may or may

not know me, but in any case, my name is Elijah
MacGillivray and | am a graduate of William
Colenso College (class of 2022.) It’s nice to be
able to write this article for William Colenso; it
reminds me of the good times during high school.
My first thoughts of going into young adult life
were slightly exaggerated. I’'m sure you’ve had
them too.

| initially thought adult life would hit you hard and
fast - work, study, expenses, blah blah. | thought
the only way to stay alive was to be quick on

your toes and focus. That is only partially true.

It depends on how you play your first few years
after high school. My first experience out in the
real world was... refreshing - a new outlook on the
whole thing. My original goal when leaving William
Colenso was to begin my engineering career and
build business experience. This sounded like an
extremely high bar for my first few years fresh

out of college. But to give myself breathing room,
| gave myself a couple of years to figure out my
next steps and start paving the way forward. This
handy piece of advice was passed down from

the teachers at William Colenso (hello if you are
reading this :)). | recommend this for every student
leaving high school, whether now or later. Set
goals for yourself and make them achievable. Give
yourself the room to work and breathe.

The first thing that was on my list was finding the
correct gateway. The pathway | chose to pursue
was the Electrical Training Company (ETCO)
apprenticeship. ETCO employs apprentices and
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places them with host companies to learn. They
provide training and intensive academic courses
to educate new and old electricians on the ever-
expanding world of electrical engineering. In the
simplest terms - it makes the apprentices highly
appealing once qualified. ETCO apprentices have
the theory and regulations down pat and put them
into practice while using them in the field. So far,

| am just over six months into my apprenticeship
and have absurd amounts of electrical knowledge.

The first thing | did with ETCO was go to a
comprehensive training course in Auckland named
the Elite course. The Elite course’s main goal was
to get the participants ahead of the competition
by teaching the fundamentals of theory and
practical electrical work. That part describing the
course makes it sound like a boot camp! | had the
same thought coming into it: It’s anything but a
boot camp. It’'s more like vacation, with mandatory
learning periods in between. Twelve days in
Auckland, how’d | entertain myself? Well, the

site was plenty equipped to engage, everything
from common rooms, a gym, a river to swim and
heaps more - even a PlayStation. Fun times and
good friends were made there, and we will likely
become professional colleagues down the line -
looking forward to it.

After the Elite course, | was straight into the
workforce. Plenty to be said there. It was
entertaining to take part in the various tasks
that an electrical engineer undertakes. My very
first job was mapping out the electrical systems
of a retirement home so that new lights (street,
footpath, house, etc) could be added. The
residents were pleasant and were plenty of fun to
talk to, all the wisdom and all. | particularly enjoy
the diversity of people and work you find when
going to all these different worksites. So far, my
jobs have included homes, factories and offices,
meaning a vast range of experience and skills |
have already learned within the first year.

My latest placement with EMF Electrical is
something I’'m very proud of. With EMF, not only
can | pursue electrical engineering, but it also
allows me to do something I've always wanted to
do - support my community. With EMF, | am doing
cyclone recovery work. Mostly just tearing out

old and damaged electrical systems and placing
in new ones. This project is likely to take the next
few years. It’'s good knowing that your actions go
towards a more significant cause, you know?

This year has been very productive as my first

as a young adult; there is progress from starting
my career as an electrical engineer to setting up
my next steps in the next few years. If | leave a
piece of advice for anyone reading this, it would
be for any problem, opportunity, or decision
-take the step forward, no matter how daunting
it may seem. There will always be that fear in any
decision, but we must realise that failing is just life.
You miss 100% of the shots you don’t make, so
why not take the chance?

Elijah MacGillivray



TOUCH RUGBY

On a beautiful spring day William Colenso College hosted 14 teams from across Napier to play touch
rugby. The teams were of mixed grades and made up of Year 5 & 6 and Intermediate aged students. Touch
rugby is a popular game shared by these young rangatahi.

It was the first time our school has hosted and run this tournament, and we did it with the help of HB
Touch, Sport HB and Taku Mana Touch Club. Throughout the day students were kept engaged with drills
and skills